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curiously mature in her conscious understanding of the
various members of her husband's family, and she realised
at once that his futile efforts to assert himself against his
mother's domination had made him cold, suspicious,
and at times a little overbearing. " He is not primarily
emotional," she once wrote, " and he often puts down
caresses or words of endearment to flattery or hypocrisy
unless one has established a sure claim to his esteem,
Given esteem, friendship follows as a matter of course/*

The fact that Isabella analysed her husband's
character so carefully indicates that her emotions for
him never overwhelmed her. Joseph did not suspect
this fact until after her death, and Maria Theresa in her
innocence of unconventional or abnormal human rela-
tionships considered their marriage an entirely happy
union. Actually, however, Isabella had formed a
passionate attachment, not to her husband, but to his
sister, Marie Christine. During her entire marriage,
Isabella was forced to conceal her real self from her
husband ; her life was a constant strain.

Marie Christine was eighteen when Isabella came to
Vienna. She had previously been in love with Prince
Louis of Wurttemberg, but her mother had not allowed
her to marry him. Later, when the Archduchess's
personality had fully matured, she was the only one of
Maria Theresa's daughters who had any influence on
their mother. Marie Christine persuaded her parents
in 1766 to allow her to marry Prince Albert of Saxony,
Augustus's fourth son, who had no chances of becoming
a ruling Prince until the Empress presented him with
the Duchy of Teschen.

" The Archduchess Marie Christine," a contemporary
wrote several years afterwards, when her other sisters
were as much afraid of their mother as they had been